
Arthur and Polly Mays Conservatory of the Arts 

Science Department- Mrs. Green-David 

Summer Assignment 2015 

Honors Human Anatomy and Physiology (Grades 11 & 12) 

Assignment # 1- Book Review 

What is my summer assignment? During the summer you are to read one of the following four 

books and complete handwritten chapter notes on it. This is a graded assignment due the first 

week of class in August 2015. 

 What are hand-written chapter notes? For each chapter in the book you read, 1/3 to 1/2 page of 

neat hand-written notes are required. You are not required to write more than eight (8) one-sided 

total pages of chapter notes, but you should pace your note-taking so that you include all 

chapters from the book. At the top of the first page write your name and the title of the book. 

Staple all pages together and bring them to the first day of class. You will NOT have the chapter 

notes returned to you. The primary intent of this summer assignment is for you to read a book in 

the field of anatomy and physiology; the chapter notes ensure that you actually read the book! 

Hand-written notes are required because handwriting is a beautiful skill to practice (and 

unfortunately, some students copy and paste from the Internet. 

 What are the book choices for the summer assignment? You may select from one of the 

following four books. Some are recent, some are a little older—you might find the book at your 

public library or at a local bookstore; all of these books are available through amazon.com Bring 

the book to class if possible.  

 Questions? email Mrs. Green-David at kgreen@dadeschools.net  

 1. Complications: A Surgeon’s Notes on an Imperfect Science by Dr. Atul Gawande  

In gripping accounts of true cases, surgeon Atul Gawande explores the power and the limits of 

medicine, offering an unflinching view from the scalpel’s edge. Gawande offers his readers an 

insider’s view of both the human body and its caretakers. “Complications is a book about 

medicine that reads like a thriller.” (Malcolm Gladwell)  

 2. The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot  

Her name was Henrietta Lacks, but scientists know her as HeLa. Her cells—taken without her 

knowledge—became one of the most important tools in medicine. The first “immortal” human 

cells grown in culture, they are still alive today, though she has been dead for more than sixty 

years. HeLa cells were vital for developing the polio vaccine, uncovering secrets of cancer, and 

advancing gene mapping. They have been bought and sold by the billions. And though the cells 



had launched a multimillion-dollar industry that sells human biological materials, her family 

never saw any of the profits. The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks captures the beauty and 

drama of scientific discovery, as well as its human consequences.  

 3. The Gift of Pain by Philip Yancey and Dr. Paul Brand  

A world without pain? Can such a place exist? It not only can---it does. But it's no utopia. It's a 

colony for leprosy patients: a world where people literally feel no pain, and reap horrifying 

consequences. Dr. Paul Brand’s work with leprosy patients in India and the U.S. convinced him 

that pain is truly one of God’s greatest gifts to us. In this inspiring biography of his fifty-year 

career as a world-renowned hand surgeon and leprosy specialist, Dr. Brand probes the mystery of 

pain and reveals its importance.  

 4. Gifted Hands: The Ben Carson Story by Dr. Ben Carson AND view the movie of the 

same title  

Because this is a shorter book compared to the other three, and because there is an outstanding 

movie made from the book (2009, starring Cuba Gooding Jr.), you should only choose this 

option if you can both read the book and view the video (dvd available from Netflix; also 

available for purchase through amazon.com). In addition to the reading notes, you should include 

one additional handwritten page describing how the book and video complement each other—

what you gained from reading the book AND viewing the video, rather than only reading OR 

viewing.  

 Dr. Ben Carson is known around the world for breakthroughs in neurosurgery that have brought 

hope where no hope existed. This biography tells of his inspiring odyssey from his childhood in 

inner-city Detroit to his position as director of pediatric neurosurgery at Johns Hopkins Medical 

Institutions. Filled with fascinating case histories, this memoir tells of Carson’s faith and genius 

that make him one of today’s most gifted neurosurgeons.  

 


